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1 Whitebeam Sorbus aria

The Whitebeam at the Market Cross is a feature of
Wymondham'’s cultural and historic landscape. Its
central location makes it a popular meeting place
for people, and birds, who love its scarlet berries.
The Whitebeam is common in urban spaces due to
its tolerance to air pollution, dry conditions and
poor soil.

2 Callery Ornamental Pear
Pyrus calleryana

The slender, ornamental pear tree on Market Place
was probably planted at the same time as the ones
in Wharton's Court, as a row of five. The dark-green
foliage (turning vivid red in autumn), creates a
wonderful foil for the mass of fragrant white
flowers in March-May. These attract pollinators
making it an ecologically significant tree.

3 Alder Alnus glutinosa

This young Alder in Chandler’s Hill is a resilient UK
native tree, supporting much wildlife. Its leaves are
eaten by caterpillars of several moths and the small
woody cones containing seeds remain on the tree
during winter, loved by Siskin, Redpoll and
Goldfinch. The roots have nitrogen-fixing nodules,
conditioning the soil and improving soil fertility.

4 Sycamore
Acer pseudoplatanus

This impressive Sycamore dominates Wymondham
Abbey’s west entrance, providing valuable habitat
for wildlife including the site’s resident bats.
Believed introduced to Tudor Britain, Sycamores are
adaptable, resilient and can live to 400 years. With
deep roots, ‘helicopter’ seeds, quality wood and
shady canopies of palmate leaves, Sycamores may
be valued increasingly as our climate changes.
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5 English Oak Quercus robur

Oak is an iconic native tree of the British Isles,
rooted in both landscape and imagination. Standing
with quiet dignity in Wymondham Abbey
churchyard, the Millennium Oak was grown from an
acorn gathered in nearby Kimberley Park and
planted in March 2000. It already shows the sturdy
grace for which the English oak is beloved.

6 Yew Taxus baccata

Two groups of ancient Yew stand within the Abbey
grounds: at the junction of Church Street and

Vicar Street, and beyond the West Porch. Yew is one
of Britain’s native conifers; its seeds, bark and
foliage are poisonous to humans but provide food
for insects, shelter for wildlife, and have a h
resistance to pollution.

7 Copper Beech
Fagus sylvatica x purpurea

Copper Beech is a cultivated form of Common
Beech with foliage that shifts from bronze to deep
purple through the growing season. Although
reduced in size in 2025, the tree is still impressive,
with a broad, densely branched canopy that offers
welcome shade and helps keep the courtyard cool
during hot summer days.

8 Norway Maple

Acer platanoides

The Norway Maple is native to Europe and western
Asia. This deciduous tree grows up to 30m, with
grey ridged bark and spotted slender twigs. Tolerant
of pollution, its leaves absorb CO, efficiently. Yellow
scented flowers and winged seeds support wildlife.
The well-shaped Priory Gardens specimen is the

son King’ cultivar with beautiful red foliage.
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9 Silver Birch Betula pendula

Known as a pioneer tree, the fast-growing silver
birch colonises poor ground, enriching the soil. The
three birches at Standley Court provide a striking
focal point with their graceful twigs, white peeling
bark and yellow autumn leaves. In Celtic tradition,
birch symbolises renewal, ‘besom brooms' literally
swept out the old, making way for the new.

10 Tulip Tree
Liriodendron tulipifera

Planted to mark the opening of the library in 2009,
the tulip tree flowered for the first time in 2025. Its
greenish-yellow flowers resemble a tulip flower, and
its leaves have a tulip-shaped outline, turning orange
and yellow in Autumn. Originating in North America,
it was introduced to Britain in the 17th century.

11 Red Horse Chestnut
Aesculus x carnea

Introduced to Britain in 1616, the horse chestnut
can live for 300 years. Four red horse chestnuts line
Back Lane, while white-flowered trees grow near
The Fairland and the town car park. Large leaves
and candelabra flowers make them distinctive.
Squirrels spread the trees by burying shiny conkers
taken from their spiny seed cases.

12 Common Lime

Tilia x europaea

The Limes on The Fairland act as a welcoming
green gateway to Wymondham. From Spring with
their heart-shaped leaves, through Summer with
their flower clusters, to yellow Autumn leaves and
their majestic outline in Winter, they help us
appreciate the changing seasons. Limes provide
impressive shade and have high wildlife value,
attracting many insects and birds.
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