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tal Pear  
Pyru

s calleryan
a

 
 The slender, ornam

ental pear tree on M
arket Place 

w
as probably planted at the sam

e tim
e as the ones 

in W
harton’s C

ourt, as a row
 of five. The dark-green 

foliage (turning vivid red in autum
n), creates a 

w
onderful foil for the m

ass of fragrant w
hite 

flow
ers in M

arch-M
ay. These attract pollinators 

m
aking it an ecologically significant tree.

1 W
h

iteb
eam

 So
rb

u
s aria

 
 The W

hitebeam
 at the M

arket C
ross is a feature of 

W
ym

ondham
’s cultural and historic landscape. Its 

central location m
akes it a popular m

eeting place 
for people, and birds, w

ho love its scarlet berries. 
The W

hitebeam
 is com

m
on in urban spaces due to 

its tolerance to air pollution, dry conditions and 
poor soil.

3 A
ld

er A
ln

u
s g

lu
tin

o
sa

 
 This young A

lder in C
handler’s H

ill is a resilient U
K

 
native tree, supporting m

uch w
ildlife. Its leaves are 

eaten by caterpillars of several m
oths and the sm

all 
w

oody cones containing seeds rem
ain on the tree 

during w
inter, loved by Siskin, Redpoll and 

G
oldfinch. The roots have nitrogen-fixing nodules, 

conditioning the soil and im
proving soil fertility.

4 Sycam
o

re  
A

cer p
seu

d
o

p
latan

u
s 

 This im
pressive Sycam

ore dom
inates W

ym
ondham

 
A

bbey’s w
est entrance, providing valuable habitat 

for w
ildlife including the site’s resident bats.  

Believed introduced to Tudor Britain, Sycam
ores are 

adaptable, resilient and can live to 400 years.  W
ith 

deep roots, ‘helicopter’ seeds, quality w
ood and 

shady canopies of palm
ate leaves, Sycam

ores m
ay 

be valued increasingly as our clim
ate changes.

6 Yew
 Taxu

s b
accata

 
 Tw

o groups of ancient Yew
 stand w

ithin the A
bbey 

grounds: at the junction of C
hurch Street and 

V
icar Street, and beyond the W

est Porch. Yew
 is one 

of Britain’s native conifers; its seeds, bark and 
foliage are poisonous to hum

ans but provide food 
for insects, shelter for w

ildlife, and have a high 
resistance to pollution.

7 C
o

p
p

er B
eech

  
Fag

u
s sylvatica x p

u
rp

u
rea

 
 C

opper Beech is a cultivated form
 of C

om
m

on 
Beech w

ith foliage that shifts from
 bronze to deep 

purple through the grow
ing season. A

lthough 
reduced in size in 2025, the tree is still im

pressive, 
w

ith a broad, densely branched canopy that offers 
w

elcom
e shade and helps keep the courtyard cool 

during hot sum
m

er days.

8 N
o

rw
ay M

ap
le  

A
cer p

latan
o

id
es 

The N
orw

ay M
aple is native to Europe and w

estern 
A

sia. This deciduous tree grow
s up to 30m

, w
ith 

grey ridged bark and spotted slender tw
igs. Tolerant 

of pollution, its leaves absorb C
O

2  efficiently. Yellow
 

scented flow
ers and w

inged seeds support w
ildlife. 

The w
ell-shaped Priory G

ardens specim
en is the 

‘C
rim

son K
ing’ cultivar w

ith beautiful red foliage.

10 Tu
lip

 Tree  
Lirio

d
en

d
ro

n
 tu

lip
ifera

 
 Planted to m

ark the opening of the library in 2009, 
the tulip tree flow

ered for the first tim
e in 2025. Its 

greenish-yellow
 flow

ers resem
ble a tulip flow

er, and 
its leaves have a tulip-shaped outline, turning orange 
and yellow

 in A
utum

n. O
riginating in N

orth A
m

erica, 
it w

as introduced to Britain in the 17th century.

9 Silver B
irch

 B
etu

la p
en

d
u

la
 

 K
now

n as a pioneer tree, the fast-grow
ing silver 

birch colonises poor ground, enriching the soil. The 
three birches at Standley C

ourt provide a striking 
focal point w

ith their graceful tw
igs, w

hite peeling 
bark and yellow

 autum
n leaves. In C

eltic tradition, 
birch sym

bolises renew
al, ‘besom

 broom
s’ literally 

sw
ept out the old, m

aking w
ay for the new

.

11 R
ed

 H
o

rse C
h

estn
u

t  
A

escu
lu

s x carn
ea

 
 Introduced to Britain in 1616, the horse chestnut 
can live for 300 years. Four red horse chestnuts line 
Back Lane, w

hile w
hite-flow

ered trees grow
 near 

The Fairland and the tow
n car park. Large leaves 

and candelabra flow
ers m

ake them
 distinctive. 

Squirrels spread the trees by burying shiny conkers 
taken from

 their spiny seed cases.

12 C
o

m
m

o
n

 Lim
e  

Tilia x eu
ro

p
aea

 
The Lim

es on The Fairland act as a w
elcom

ing 
green gatew

ay to W
ym

ondham
. From

 Spring w
ith 

their heart-shaped leaves, through Sum
m

er w
ith 

their flow
er clusters, to yellow

 A
utum

n leaves and 
their m

ajestic outline in W
inter, they help us 

appreciate the changing seasons.  Lim
es provide 

im
pressive shade and have high w

ildlife value, 
attracting m

any insects and birds.

5 En
g

lish
 O

ak Q
u

ercu
s ro

b
u

r 
 O

ak is an iconic native tree of the British Isles, 
rooted in both landscape and im

agination. Standing 
w

ith quiet dignity in W
ym

ondham
 A

bbey 
churchyard, the M

illennium
 O

ak w
as grow

n from
 an 

acorn gathered in nearby K
im

berley Park and 
planted in M

arch 2000. It already show
s the sturdy 

grace for w
hich the English oak is beloved.
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6. Yew 
Abbey

4. Sycamore 
Abbey

N
Approx distance: 1.4 miles (2.3km) • Approximate time: 1-1.5 hours

5. Oak 
Abbey

3. Alder  
Chandler’s Hill

1. Whitebeam  
Market Cross

12. Common Lime  
Fairland Green

11. Red Horse Chestnut  
Back Lane

10. Tulip Tree  
Library

9. Silver Birch  
Standley Court

8. Norway Maple  
Priory Gardens

2. Callery  
Ornamental Pear  

Wharton’s Court 

7. Copper Beech 
Applegarth Court

To the Station

WC

Abbey

Green 
Dragon PH Becket’s 

Chapel

Rothbury Park

Ogden Court

King’s Head Meadow

Applegarth Court

War 
memorial

Priory 
Gardens

Library

Museum

MNR

Greening Wymondham 
Town Centre Tree Trail
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